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HCV Action brings together hepatitis C 
health professionals from across the 
patient pathway with the 
pharmaceutical industry and patient 
representatives to share expertise and 
good practice.  

 

News & reports… 
 
* The Hepatitis C Trust has ended 
its legal challenge against the 
rationing of new treatments for 
hepatitis C, having been refused 
permission for a judicial review. 
The Trust has pledged to continue 
to campaign for increased access 
to the treatments outside of the 
courts. You can read the Trust’s 
announcement in full here.  
 
* The Scottish Medicines 
Consortium has approved Epclusa 
for use in patients with genotype 3 
chronic hepatitis C infection. The 
full guidance can be read here. 
 
* Two new resources have been added 
to the HCV Action Resource Library – 
Public Health England figures on 
Laboratory reports of hepatitis C for 
April to June 2016 and the World 
Health Organisation-produced ‘Global 
Report on access to hepatitis C 
treatment – Focus on overcoming 
barriers’. Do you have a resource that 
would be of interest to other hepatitis 
C professionals? Let us know at 
hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk.  
 
* The Hepatitis C Trust has 
released a new policy publication, 
‘Hepatitis C in Wales: Perspectives, 
Challenges & solutions’. The report 
is based on the experiences of 
hepatitis C patients in Wales and 
covers issues such as living with 
stigma; levels of professional 
education; finding the 
undiagnosed; and access to 
treatment & cure. It concludes 
with key recommendations for 

HCV Action & PHE announce Manchester 
hepatitis C event 
 

HCV Action and Public 
Health England (PHE) 
have announced that 
the final hepatitis C 

good practice roadshow of the year will be held in Manchester on Tuesday 13th 
December 2016. The event is the latest in a series of highly popular roadshows 
held across England, with previous roadshows having been held in Bristol, 
Liverpool, London, Birmingham, Brighton and Newcastle, and will be part of a 
broader ‘action week’ in the area. 
 
The roadshow will seek to bring together individuals working across hepatitis C 
services and strategy in Manchester and the surrounding area, including 
clinicians, nurses, drug service professionals and commissioners, with the aim of 
highlighting and promoting good practice, as well as acting as a forum for 
discussions about how to address specific local issues.   
 
Featuring a range of talks and workshops covering issues such as new treatments 
for hepatitis C, the hepatitis C commissioning landscape, hepatitis C in South 
Asian communities, and awareness and testing in drug services, the event is free 
to attend. With previous roadshow events being fully booked, early registration 
is strongly advised. You can view further details about the event and book your 
place here.  
 

New HCV Action case studies highlight effective 
testing services 
 

HCV Action have this month published two 
new good practice case studies, focusing on 
services which have expanded access to 
testing for hepatitis C.  
 
The first case study highlights the work of a 
pilot scheme on the Isle of Wight which 
embedded testing for hepatitis C in 
community pharmacies. Prior to the pilot, an 
estimated 200 people on the island had an 
undiagnosed hepatitis C infection and only a 
third of patients with known hepatitis C 
were actively engaged in specialist care.  
 
During the pilot period, 7% of people who 
were diagnosed with hepatitis C on the 
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action in Wales. Read the report 
here. 
 
* Helen Harris of Public Health 
England published a blog this 
month on the two-pronged attack 
needed to eliminate hepatitis C as 
a major public health threat. Read 
the post here.  
 
* The World Hepatitis Alliance 
have published a World Hepatitis 
Day 2016 Global Summary Report, 
which provides a round-up of the 
activity that took place in countries 
across the world for World 
Hepatitis Day on 28th July. Read the 
report here.   

 

Share your good practice…  

If you would like your service to be 
featured as a good practice case study 
on the HCV Action website, please send 
an email to 
hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk. 

We want to keep HCV Action’s 
membership updated on news and 
events from across the country.   

If you have any news you would like to 
share with colleagues or would like to 
publicise an event please email details 
to hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

island were diagnosed as a result of being tested in a pharmacy. More tests were 
conducted in community pharmacies than at the Island Recovery Integrated 
Service (IRIS) centre, reaching out to patients with more diverse risk factors.  
 
The case study, which can be read here, provides details on why the service was 
established, how it operates, and the successes it has achieved.   

 
The second case study highlights the work 
done by ROADS @ Bristol Drugs Project. 
When ROADS took over the service in 
November 2013, under 12% of clients 
assessed as appropriate to be tested for 
hepatitis C went on to actually be tested. By 
2016, 95% of those deemed eligible to be 
tested went on to receive a test. 
 
The case study, which can be read here, 
provides further details about the service, as 
well as a case study of a ROADS @ Bristol 
Drugs Project service user and his experience 
of being tested and diagnosed with hepatitis 
C.  

 
HCV Action publishes Q&A with The Hepatitis C 
Trust’s Pathways Coordinator 
 

HCV Action have published a Q&A with Andy 
Pearson, The Hepatitis C Trust’s Pathways 
Coordinator, in which he explains the role 
and the importance of testing and referral 
pathways for hepatitis C in substance misuse 
services.  
 
The Q&A also addresses the psychological 
and physical barriers to testing people for 
hepatitis C, and how these can be 
overcome, as well as the main areas covered 
when training drug service staff and during 
audits of hepatitis C services.  
 
The Q&A can be read here. If you are in a 

role related to hepatitis C that you think would be of interest to other 
professionals, and would be willing to answer some questions for the HCV Action 
website, please contact hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk.  

 
HCV Action is co-funded by AbbVie, BMS, Gilead, and MSD. 

The Hepatitis C Trust provides secretariat support to HCV Action  

Visit www.hcvaction.org.uk and follow us on twitter @HCVAction  
 

Please encourage colleagues to join HCV Action for free hepatitis C related 
updates and tools by emailing their full contact details to 

hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk. 

http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/Hepatitis%20C%20in%20Wales%20-%20Perspectives%2C%20Challenges%20%26%20Solutions_0.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2016/10/12/eliminating-hepatitis-c-as-a-major-public-health-threat-needs-a-two-pronged-attack/
http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/
http://worldhepatitisalliance.org/sites/default/files/resources/documents/WHD%202016%20Global%20Summary%20Report_0.pdf
http://worldhepatitisalliance.org/sites/default/files/resources/documents/WHD%202016%20Global%20Summary%20Report_0.pdf
http://worldhepatitisday.org/
http://worldhepatitisday.org/
http://worldhepatitisalliance.org/sites/default/files/resources/documents/WHD%202016%20Global%20Summary%20Report_0.pdf
mailto:hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk
mailto:hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk
http://www.hcvaction.org.uk/resource/good-practice-case-study-community-pharmacy-testing-isle-wight
http://www.bdp.org.uk/about/roads.html
http://www.hcvaction.org.uk/resource/good-practice-case-study-roads-bristol-drugs-project
http://www.bdp.org.uk/about/roads.html
http://www.bdp.org.uk/about/roads.html
http://www.hcvaction.org.uk/
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/
http://www.hcvaction.org.uk/sites/default/files/resources/Pathways%20Coordinator%20Q%2BA_0.pdf
http://www.hcvaction.org.uk/
mailto:hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk
http://www.hcvaction.org.uk/
mailto:hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk
https://twitter.com/HCVAction
http://www.hcvaction.org.uk/resource/good-practice-case-study-roads-bristol-drugs-project
http://hcvaction.org.uk/resource/pathways-coordinator-qa

