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HCV Action publishes new case study on Tayside 'Cocoon'
project

Scotland has one of the highest drug-related mortality rates in Europe with
most recent estimates the highest ever recorded. The NHS Tayside area
contains an estimated 2,800 people who use drugs (PWUD) and has the
second-highest drug-related mortality rate in Scotland.  
 
As part of the evaluation of the HCV elimination programme it was shown that,
among PWUD in the region, those who did not engage in HCV care had 5.5
times higher chance of suffering a drug-related death compared to those who
do engage in care. 
 
HCV Action's new case study explores the Cocoon project, set up in Tayside, to
address the high rate of drug-related deaths in the area.  
 
The project delivers point-of-care diagnosis of HCV in needle exchange sites,
while also integrating services which typically require travel to alternative NHS
sites to reduce the burden of multiple visits and different providers. The result
is a ‘one-stop’ holistic care bundle which seeks to address the inequity of
access experienced by PWUD by increasing their engagement through
services tailored to their specific needs.  
 
Read the full case study here. 

https://mailchi.mp/6d73785cc359/hcv-action-e-update-may-14976732?e=283adaad80
https://publichealthscotland.scot/media/12421/2022-04-01-nesi-19-20-report.pdf
https://www.nhstayside.scot.nhs.uk/index.htm
http://hcvaction.org.uk/sites/default/files/resources/Cocoon%20case%20study_0.pdf


'Three years to go: where are we in the journey to hepatitis C
elimination?' webinar recording

With only three years to go to NHS England's 2025 elimination target, HCV
Action's latest webinar brought together a range of expert speakers to share
the latest data on hepatitis C and what we can surmise about how close we are
to achieving hepatitis C elimination in England.  
 
The webinar took place on Friday May 6th, and the full recording can now be
viewed here.  
 
The webinar featured presentations from:

Dr Monica Desai from the UK Health Security Agency  providing an
overview of the latest data from the UKHSA’s recent Hepatitis C in
England report;
Professor Graham Foster from NHS England with a perspective on what
the data says about NHSE’s elimination efforts and where further focus is
needed in terms of testing and treatment, particularly as recovery from
COVID-19 continues;
Stuart Smith from The Hepatitis C Trust presenting data on the Trust’s
outreach activity;
Georgia Threadgold from NHS England and Sean Cox from The
Hepatitis C Trust speaking about the situation in prisons; and
Hep C U Later Midlands Elimination Coordinator Deanne Burch on what
data shows about efforts to tackle hepatitis C in drug services. 

HCV Action seeks your views for the Spring 2022 member survey

https://publichealthscotland.scot/media/12421/2022-04-01-nesi-19-20-report.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5b7LRf2hxOg&t=2s
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-health-security-agency
https://www.england.nhs.uk/
http://hepctrust.org.uk/
https://www.hepculater.com/


As health professionals with an interest in hepatitis C care, we would be
grateful if you could give your views in HCV Action's 2022 spring survey to
inform our understanding of progress towards elimination in different areas of
the UK and plans for future HCV Action activity. The survey will help us to
understand what is happening on the ground with regards to hepatitis C testing,
treatment and follow-up, and offers an opportunity to raise any other issues you
think we should be aware of. If you have any questions, please get in touch
with hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk. 
 
The survey will ask you about your view on aspects of hepatitis C care in your
area. By your area, we mean the hepatitis C ODN area you work in (if in
England), or Health Board area (if in Scotland or Wales). If you feel you are
unable to answer about the situation in the area generally, please answer
based on your experience in the service you work in. 
 
The survey will explore hepatitis C care is in your area compared with pre-
pandemic levels, whether you feel hepatitis C will be eliminated in your area by
the NHS England target of 2025, and which elimination initiatives are working
well in your area.

News and reports

* New research from Glasgow Caledonian University has concluded that GPs in
the UK could initiate treatment for hepatitis C, following a pathway designed to

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjIOi4lC6dCwdLwk9hjaTa7YnHgkg4kHxwEWCi0Ng8xvXukQ/formResponse
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjIOi4lC6dCwdLwk9hjaTa7YnHgkg4kHxwEWCi0Ng8xvXukQ/viewform
mailto:hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk


reduce the burden on GPs' time. Read a write-up here.  
 
* The First Minister of Wales, Mark Drakeford, provided an update on the Welsh
Government's target to eliminate hepatitis C in Wales at a First Minister's
Questions session in the Welsh Parliament this month. Read the exchange
here.  
 
* A new effort to establish Overdose Prevention Centres in Scotland has been
launched. Campaigners say the facilities - where people can inject drugs under
supervision - are needed to tackle record drug deaths in Scotland. Read more
here. 
 
* A rapid treatment model that included a 7-day starter pack of medication
significantly increased hepatitis C cure rates among young people who inject
drugs, according to a small study. 
 
* Three decades after the concept was first proposed, Natalie Davies examines
whether the 'syndemic' framework can provide a better appreciation for, and
ability to address, the disease burden of hepatitis C and injecting drug use. 
 
* The London Joint Working Group on Substance Use and Hepatitis C will now
be holding its annual conference on Thursday 16th June 2022, bringing
together professionals and patient advocates working in hepatitis C care in
London. Register here. 
 
* Warrington CGL achieved micro-elimination this month, through the combined
efforts of their nurses, ODN team, and The Hepatitis C Trust peers. 

Share good practice

If you would like your service to be featured as a good practice case study on the
HCV Action website, have any news to share with colleagues, or would be interested
in being an HCV Action Ambassador, please send an email to
hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk.

HCV Action is co-funded by AbbVie, Gilead, and MSD.  
The Hepatitis C Trust provides secretariat support to HCV Action.  

https://www.pulsetoday.co.uk/news/clinical-areas/gastroenterology/gps-could-initiate-treatment-for-chronic-hepatitis-c-say-researchers/
https://cofnod.senedd.cymru/Plenary/12839#C423172
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-61569777
https://www.healio.com/news/infectious-disease/20220512/rapid-treatment-significantly-increases-hcv-cure-rate-among-injection-drug-users
https://www.addiction-ssa.org/hepatitis-c-injecting-drug-use-and-the-syndemics-framework/
http://ljwg.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-ljwg-conference-2022-3-years-to-go-to-elimination-tickets-227539947107
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/
http://hcvaction.org.uk/hcv-action-ambassador-network
mailto:hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk
http://www.twitter.com/HCVAction
http://hcvaction.org.uk/


 
Please encourage colleagues to join HCV Action for free hepatitis C related updates and tools by emailing

their full contact details to hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk. 
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