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HCV Action brings together 

hepatitis C health professionals 

from across the patient 

pathway with the 

pharmaceutical industry and 

patient representatives to 

share expertise and good 

practice.  

 

News & articles… 

 

* New to the HCV Action resource 
library this month is a good practice 
film focusing on community-based 
treatment in Lambeth. The film, which 
features Katherine Oakes (Senior Nurse 
for Viral Hepatitis at Kings College 
Hospital), and Dee Cunniffe (Policy 
Lead and Project Manager at the 
London Joint Working Group), looks at 
an outreach treatment service 
established in the borough to provide 
specialist treatment and care to 
hepatitis C-infected substance users. It 
can be viewed here. 

* NICE has now issued draft guidance 
on the issue of ledipasvir-sofosbuvir 
(also known as Harvoni), in which it is 
recommended as a treatment option 
for some adults with genotype 1 or 4 
chronic hepatitis C. The draft guidance 
can be viewed here. Stakeholders are 
now able to comment on the draft 
recommendations, with the 
consultation document being available 
to view here. 

* NICE has also now issued guidance on 
the use of simeprevir and sofosbuvir. 
The guidance on simeprevir, which can 
be viewed here, recommends its use on 
people with genotype 1 or 4 chronic 
hepatitis C. The guidance on sofosbuvir, 
which can be viewed here, 
recommends its use in combination 
with ribavirin, with or without 
peginterferon alfa, for some people 
with genotypes 1 – 6 chronic hepatitis 
C. 

HCV Action & Public Health England stage 
good practice roadshow in Liverpool 
 
HCV Action and Public Health England staged the first of our hepatitis C good 
practice roadshows in Liverpool on 6th March. 

 
The event attracted almost 100 attendees, 
including commissioners, nurses, GPs, drug 
workers, and a host of others working in or 
around hepatitis C in the Cheshire and 
Merseyside area. 
 
Attendees enjoyed a range of presentations 
from speakers such as Luciana Berger MP, 
Professor Martin Lombard and Dr Steve 
Ryder, and participated in a hugely engaging 
workshop delivered by Addaction. Slides 
from the presentations can be viewed here. 
 
Charles Gore, Chief Executive of The 
Hepatitis C Trust and member of the HCV 

Action Steering Group, chaired 
the event, and said: “We are 
delighted that the first of our 
roadshows was such a 
success. The day proved to be 
a fantastic opportunity for 
local health professionals to 
share good practice and 
discuss plans to effectively 
tackle hepatitis C at a local 
level.” 
 
Details of the next roadshow 
will be announced soon. Follow us on Twitter (@HCVAction) for the latest 
roadshow updates. 

 
Hepatitis C & TB summit: Local authorities 
urged to take leadership 
 

 

 
On 3rd March, a TB/hepatitis C summit was held in Westminster by the Minister 
for Public Health, Jane Ellison MP. Attended by local authority representatives 
from the 13 local authority areas with the highest rates of hepatitis C, the 
summit highlighted hepatitis C and TB as two significant and overlapping issues 
of public health concern.  
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* The Scottish Medicines Consortium 
(SMC) has now approved the use of 
ledipasvir-sofosbuvir (Harvoni) within 
NHS Scotland. Its guidance, which can 
be viewed here, advises the use of the 
drug on some people with genotype 1 
or 4 chronic hepatitis C. 

* Public Health England has recently 
published its ‘Hepatitis C in London’ 
report. Focusing on the epidemiology 
of hepatitis C in London, it contains 
recommendations for stakeholders on 
measures to prevent further infections 
and reduce the morbidity and mortality 
of those already infected with the virus. 
The report can be viewed here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Minister emphasised that both 
disease areas represent a Government 
priority, and stressed that strong local 
authority leadership is required to 
effectively tackle both. 
 
 
The summit also featured talks from 
figures such as Charles Gore, Chief 
Executive of The Hepatitis C Trust, who 

highlighted the crucial role of local authorities in commissioning drug service 
improvements. 
 
 

Hepatitis C roundtable held in Exeter 
 
On 25th February, Addaction and 
The Hepatitis C Trust held a 
roundtable meeting on eliminating 
hepatitis C in Devon. The meeting, 
which was chaired by Dr Michael 
Dixon, Chairman of NHS Alliance, 
was attended by local councillors, 
healthcare commissioners, peer 
mentors, the Lord Mayor of 
Exeter, and a range of other key 

stakeholders. 
 
It sought to raise awareness of hepatitis C and encourage its prioritization among 
key local decision-makers; develop a vision for a comprehensive and sustainable 
hepatitis C testing service in the county; and secure the commitment of local 
decision-makers to the elimination of hepatitis C. 
 
David Badcock, Head of Recovery Engagement at Addaction, said: “Devon is an 
area that isn’t performing as well as other areas, but that means there is a great 
opportunity for improvement and we can make a difference in a short space of 
time.” 

 

  
 

 
 
 

HCV Action is co-funded by Abbvie, BI, BMS, Gilead, Janssen, MSD and Roche. 
The Hepatitis C Trust provides secretariat support to HCV Action  

www.hcvaction.org.uk  
 

Please encourage colleagues to join HCV Action for free hepatitis C related 
updates and tools by emailing their full contact details to 

hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk. 

 
If you do not wish to receive this email in future please  

email here. 
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