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News & Reports
* To mark World Hepatitis Day, the

World Hepatitis Day 2018: Find the
Missing Millions

World Health Organization
released updated guidelines for the
care and treatment of people with
hepatitis C. The new guidelines
recommend offering treatment to all
those aged 12 years and over with
a chronic infection of hepatitis C
(with the exception of pregnant
women), irrespective of disease
stage. The WHO recommends
using new treatment regimens that
can cure all six major genotypes of
hepatitis C, avoiding the need for
unneccessary tests and simplifying
treatment. The full guidelines can

July 28th marked World Hepatitis Day, with organisations and
political leaders across the UK speaking out about the need
to increase hepatitis C awareness.

be read here, with a summary of
the updates by The Lancet
available here.
* A new study looking at the
hepatitis C 'treatment as
prevention' approach for injecting

Political leaders including Public Health Minister Steve Brine,
First Minister of Scotland Nicola Sturgeon and First Minister
of Wales Carwyn Jones expressed their commitment to
eliminating hepatitis C, with Nicola Sturgeon also taking part
in an interview with Hepatitis Scotland, which can be viewed
here.

drug users has been announced.
The study, led by Glasgow
Caledonian and Bristol Universities,
will treat up to 500 injecting drug
users in NHS Tayside over a twoyear period. Treatment will be

The World Hepatitis Alliance led a campaign called 'Find the
Missing Millions' and published a white paper containing
actions to be prioritised, including integrating targeted
hepatitis testing strategies into existing services, making
testing affordable and combating stigma and discrimination.

offered in a number of settings,
including pharmacies, substance
misuse services and prisons, with
the intention of assessing the
effectiveness of upscaling

Dozens of substance misuse services, prisons and other
community services held testing and information events over
the course of the week, with a round-up available via The
Hepatitis C Trust here.

treatment to prevent new infections
among injecting drug users. A BBC
write-up on the announcement can
be read here.
* Shadow Minister for Public Health
Sharon Hodgson MP has written
for LabourList expressing her
commitment to holding the

Thank you to everyone who spoke out, shared their stories,
organised events, and spread the message that hepatitis C is
treatable and curable, with elimination now firmly within
sight.

New data reveals only 80% of people
don't realise hepatitis C can lead to
cancer

government accountable on
hepatitis C elimination by 2025,
and encouraging anyone who may
have put themselves at risk to get
tested. Read the article here.
* Prof Steve Ryder, Chair of HCV
Action and The Hepatitis C
Coalition, has authored a news
piece in The Times highlighting the
survey data from The Hepatitis C
Trust showing that only a third of
people know hepatitis C in curable
(see main news item), and
emphasising the importance of

New data from a survey of 2,000 people commissioned by
The Hepatitis C Trust for World Hepatitis Day shows a
widespread lack of public awareness of the transmission
risks and symptoms of hepatitis C.

raising awareness across the
general population. Read the article
here.

Despite 80% of respondents stating they thought they knew
what hepatitis C is, less than 40% knew that it infects the
liver, and less than 30% knew the virus is curable.

* Rachel Halford, Chief Executive
of The Hepatitis C Trust, also wrote
an article for Independent Nurse
highlighting the lack of awareness
of hepatitis C and calling for
increased community outreach
efforts, such as providing testing
and treatment in pharmacies, drug

Symptom awareness is low, with only a third of respondents
accurately identifying tiredness, loss of appetite, vomiting and
abdominal pains as signs of infection. When asked how
hepatitis C is transmitted, 30% incorrectly said it was through
exchanging saliva. Less than half knew that symptoms are
not always obvious and can go unnoticed, leading to people
living for years without knowing they are infected.

and alcohol services, sexual health
services and primary care. Read
the full article here.
* Hepatitis C elimination was raised

The survey data was commissioned from Censuswide and
collected from a representative sample of 2,000 adults. There
was no significant variation variation between respondents in
different geographic areas.

in the House of Lords in July, with
Baroness Randerson asking an
Oral Question on whether the
Government has plans to release a
written elimination strategy. Lord
O'Shaughnessy, responding on
behalf of the government,
confirmed that there are currently
no plans to release an elimination
strategy but that work is ongoing
with the NHS towards achieving the
target of eliminating hepatitis C in
England by 2025. A summary of
the debate by The Hepatitis C Trust
can be read here, with the full
transcipt of the debate here and a
video of the debate here.
* The Terms of Reference for the
Infected Blood Inquiry were
published in July, setting out the
areas the inquiry will examine.
These include: what happened and

Read the full news story on The Hepatitis C Trust website
here and read Public Health England's news story on the
study, along with a call for increased testing, here.

Registration now open for HCV
Action and PHE hepatitis C good
practice roadshows in Kent and
Sheffield
Registration is
now open for
HCV Action and
Public Health
England's latest Hepatitis C Good Practice Roadshows, taking
place in Kent on 5th September and in Sheffield on 17th October.
The roadshows will bring together health professionals, drug
service workers, public health specialists and others from across
the Kent and West Yorkshire areas for a day of talks and
workshops. The event will highlight local good practice and act as
a forum for discussion about local challenges and solutions
surrounding hepatitis C.

why; the impact; the response of
Government and others; consent;
communication and informationsharing; treatment, care and
support; whether there was a
cover-up or the authorities lacked

It will feature a range of talks and workshops on topics such as
local epidemiology, treatments and possibilities for elimination, and
primary care case-finding. The event will also include patient
perspectives and good practice case studies from the local area.

candour; and responsibilities and
recommendations. The infected
blood scandal led to patients
contracting hepatitis and HIV. The
Terms of Reference can be read
here.
* The London Joint Working Group
on Substance Use and Hepatitis
C has announced that its annual

Other outreach activities are also planned during the week of the
roadshow, including a mobile testing van and harm reduction
services at homeless hostels and drug and alcohol services.
The events are free to attend. Register for the Kent roadshow here
and the Sheffield roadshow here.

The Hepatitis C Coalition launches
new strategy document 'Signposting
the way by 2025'

conference will take place at
Guildhall in the City of London on

The Hepatitis C
Coalition, an umbrella
group of leading clinicians,
patient organisations,
professional groups,
industry and other
interested parties has
published a new strategy
report on hepatitis C.

3rd December 2018. Further details
will be announced shortly.
*The All-Party Pharmacy Group
has published the summary report
of its inquiry into long term
conditions, entitled 'In Good
Health'. The report highlights the
need to increase testing and
treatment for hepatitis C in
pharmacies. It also features a case
study of pharmacy testing for
hepatitis C on the Isle of
Wight. The full report is available in
the HCV Action resource library
here.
*A new study published in

The strategy document
builds on the release of
the All-Party Parliamentary
Group on Liver Health's
'Eliminating Hepatitis C in
England' report and Public
Health England's 'Hepatitis C in England: 2018 Report', with the
aim of coordinating action by the key stakeholders involved in
delivering elimination.

the European Journal of
Gastroenterology & Hepatology
has found that it is possible to treat
hepatitis C in patients who have
previously been successfully

The report also contains a good practice case study of the five
pillars of the Greater Manchester hepatitis C elimination plan,
which has been designed to be translatable to other regions and
areas if proven to be of value.

treated for hepatocellular
carcinoma (HCC), though
HCC recurrence was observed in
42% of patients. A summary of the
findings is available here.
Share your good practice…

The report was launched at an event in Parliament with speakers
including Sharon Hodgson MP, Shadow Public Health Minister,
Prof Steve Ryder, Chair of the Hepatitis C Coalition and HCV
Action, Dr Suman Verma, Co-Chair of the London Joint Working
Group on Substance Us and Hepatitis C, Rachel Halford, Chief
Executive of The Hepatitis C Trust, and Dr Ashley Brown, ViceChair of the Hepatitis C Coalition.

If you would like your service to be
featured as a good practice case
study on the HCV Action website,
or if you have any news to share
with colleagues, please send an
email to
hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk.

Read the document here.

HCV Action is co-funded by AbbVie, Gilead, and MSD.
The Hepatitis C Trust provides secretariat support to HCV Action.
Please encourage colleagues to join HCV Action for free hepatitis C related updates and tools by emailing
their full contact details to hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk.
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