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News & articles… 

 

*Following a parliamentary round-
table event hosted by Virendra Sharma 
MP and supported by Bristol-Myers 
Squibb which looked at hepatitis C in 
South Asian communities, a report has 
been launched this month titled ‘The 
Challenge of Hepatitis C for the South 
Asian Community’. The report, which 
explores how services might be best 
designed to improve patient outcomes, 
is available to view here. 

* 56 Dean Street, an NHS sexual health 
clinic based in Soho, have produced a 
booklet to help clinicians understand 
more about the contexts and language 
associated with ChemSex, in order to 
allow them to better inform their 
patients about the hepatitis C and HIV 
risks in a ChemSex environment. The 
booklet, which is endorsed by The 
Hepatitis C Trust, can be downloaded 
here.  

* New to our HCV Action resource 
library this month is a good practice 
film on Addaction’s hepatitis C 
workforce development programme. 
The programme was formed as a result 
of a partnership between Addaction 
and The Hepatitis C Trust, and involved 
the secondment of Stuart Smith, 
National Drug Services Lead at The 
Hepatitis C Trust, to Addaction to 
develop and deliver a training 
programme to staff on hepatitis C. In 
the film, Stuart and David discuss why 
the programme was established; how it 
was delivered, and what benefits it has 
brought to the delivery of Addaction’s 
services. It can be viewed here. A 

HCV Action & Public Health England 
announce series of hepatitis C roadshows  
 

HCV Action and Public Health England 
(PHE) are this month delighted to 
announce the staging of a series of 
good practice hepatitis C roadshows 
across England in 2015. The 
roadshows, which will be held in areas 
with a high prevalence of hepatitis C, 
will incorporate presentations and 
workshops, and will seek to both 
strengthen awareness and knowledge 
of hepatitis C among local health 

professionals and facilitate discussions around what more can be done to 
eliminate hepatitis C at a local level. 
 
The first of the roadshows is to 
be held in Liverpool on the 6th of 
March at the Radisson Blu 
Hotel. An exciting line-up of 
speakers includes Professor Paul 
Cosford (Director of Health 
Protection and Medical Director 
at PHE), Professor Martin Lombard (Consultant Hepatologist at The Royal 
Liverpool University Hospital), Luciana Berger (MP for Liverpool Wavertree), and 
Dr Steve Ryder (Consultant Hepatologist and Chair of HCV Action). The full 
programme is available to view here. 
 
The event is aimed at anyone involved in the management of hepatitis C in 
Liverpool or in the surrounding areas of Merseyside and Cheshire, or local health 
professionals who wish to learn more about the virus. Places for the event are 
limited and are going fast- you can secure your place here. 
 
 

HCV Action Q&A: Community-based 
treatment in St Helens  
 

 

 
Last month, HCV Action spoke with Dr. Sally Morrison-Griffiths, Clinical Lead at 
Addaction St. Helens, about a new hepatitis C treatment clinic that has opened 
at the Addaction service in St. Helens.  
 
Q: Can you provide some details about the clinic that has been established? 
 
Sally: The clinic is held fortnightly and is delivered in the main Addaction service 
building in St. Helens by two specialist nurses from St. Helens & Knowsley NHS 
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written case study on the programme 
can be read here. 

* Free training on hepatitis C and other 
BBVs is available throughout February 
for health professionals in Wales 
involved in supporting individuals with, 
or at risk from contracting, hepatitis B 
& C and HIV. The courses are fully 
endorsed and funded by Public Health 
Wales and will, among other things, 
describe the referral, testing and 
treatment process and analyse the 
fears, stigma and social issues around 
BBVs. For more information on the 
courses see here. 

* NICE published its final draft 
guidance on sofosbuvir this month, in 
which it permitted NHS England to 
delay the introduction of the drug until 
the end of July, instead of the beginning 
of April. Mark Thursz, Professor of 
Hepatology at Imperial College and 
Chair of the Hepatitis C Coalition, 
responded to the guidance by stating: 
“The delay is unprecedented. What 
worries me about it is that if you have 
got advanced liver disease with 
hepatitis C, you could progress at any 
stage to the point where it is very 
difficult or impossible to reverse the 
situation or have any improvement. 
Opportunities are being missed by any 
delay.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trust and supervised by two consultants. We have a nurse who co-ordinates the 
delivery of testing, and who liaises with service users regarding their results. She 
then offers them referral and the choice between whether to attend the hospital 
or our community clinic. 
 

We also have key workers who are 
trained in providing dry blood spot 
testing, as well as delivering awareness-
raising and prevention work. 
 
Q: Why was the clinic established 
within the Addaction service? 
 
Sally: We have over 500 service users on 
opioid substitution therapy at any one 
time, as well as a hepatitis C antibody 
prevalence rate of approximately 50%. 
Hepatitis C is therefore a significant 
issue among our service users. 
 
Given the barriers that many people 
face when seeking to access treatment, 
we felt that bringing treatment to the 

community was the best way of increasing treatment numbers. Basing the clinic 
within the service also allows us to provide a higher level of support to those in 
treatment. 
 
Q: What sort of extra support are you able to provide service users? 
 
Sally: Within the service, we have a Blood Borne Virus Co-ordinator. He runs a 
support group for service users, as well as accompanying them to their 
appointments if required. This helps service users feel supported throughout 
their treatment, and is likely to result in more people persisting with their 
treatment through to completion. 
 
Q: What are the aims of the clinic? 
 
Sally: Our main aim is to ensure that more people who are at risk from hepatitis 
C are able to access testing and treatment, and to reduce DNA rates. By treating 
more people, we also hope to reduce onward transmission within the 
community. 
 
 
 

 

HCV Action is co-funded by Abbvie, BI, BMS, Gilead, Janssen, MSD and Roche. 
The Hepatitis C Trust provides secretariat support to HCV Action  

www.hcvaction.org.uk  
 

Please encourage colleagues to join HCV Action for free hepatitis C related 
updates and tools by emailing their full contact details to 

hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk. 

 
If you do not wish to receive this email in future please  

email here. 
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