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HCV Action hosting webinar on best practice in hepatitis C
outreach, including using vans and 'pop-up' clinics

On Thursday 20 May 2021 at 11:00 - 12:30 HCV Action will host a webinar
focused on hepatitis C outreach.
Outreach work, which does not rely on static services to deliver care, can be an
important way to reach people who are the most under-served by
services. Presentations in this webinar will cover the importance of outreach as
well as looking at multiple good practice examples.
The planned presentations for this webinar are:
Importance of outreach/setting the scene (Louise Hansford, South
Coordinator, Hep C U Later)
Van-based outreach (Rob Allan, King's Outreach Coordinator, The
Hepatitis C Trust)
Good practice sharing: Hepatitis C outreach in Merseyside during Covid19 (Helen Caldwell, Nurse Consultant, Royal Liverpool and Broadgreen
University Hospital NHS Trust)
Point of Care Test and Treat Roadshow (Philippe Bonnet, Peer
Coordinator - Birmingham & West Midlands, The Hepatitis C Trust)

Following presentations and a Q&A session with speakers, there will be
breakout groups to allow attendees to discuss specific aspects of hepatitis C
outreach.
Attendees can register for this event here. It will be hosted on Zoom and a
recording will be available afterwards. You can find recordings of previous
webinars run by HCV Action here.

Welsh Senedd inquiry on prison healthcare notes impact of
hepatitis C

The Welsh Parliament's Health, Social Care and Sport Committee has
published a report into health and social care provision in the adult prison
estate in Wales.
The report cites evidence submitted by The Hepatitis C Trust and notes:
7-20% of the prison population are estimated to have a blood-borne virus
(BBV).
Opt-out BBV testing had an average take up in 2018 of 34%. There is
considerable variation across prisons in take-up, with HMP Parc
screening 71% of new arrivals.
The challenges of remand prisons and the potential for care to be
interrupted was noted by the committee. Good practice at HMP Cardiff
was highlighting, allowing prisoners to be put on 'medical hold' to prevent
disruption to treatment.

You can read a longer summary of the parts of the report relevant for hepatitis
C care here. You can find the full report here.

New hepatitis C treatment network for children and young people
launched

NHS England has announced the launch of a new Multidisciplinary Operational
Delivery Network (ODN) to treat children and young people with hepatitis C
(HCV). Whilst mainly focused on England, clinicians from Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland are welcome to refer patients for advice about treatment and
attend the virtual MDT meetings if they wish.
The team will be led by Professor Deirdre Kelly, Professor of Paediatric
Hepatology at the University of Birmingham and includes clinicians from the
three National Paediatric Liver Units; paediatric infectious disease clinicians;
parent and patient organisations and representation from regional centres.
The service holds monthly virtual meetings. Referring paediatricians are
welcome to join these virtual meetings to discuss their patients and/or arrange
a face-to-face appointment if families or clinicians wish. Treatment will be
provided through the referring centre within four weeks of the meeting. The
multi-disciplinary team (MDT) will provide support and advice to referring
clinicians and families as required.
For further information, referral details and for a Referral Registration Form,
contact national.hcvpmdt@nhs.net.

News and reports
* A blog posted by the Company Chemists' Association notes the important role
of community pharmacies in eliminating hepatitis C in the UK. Written by Stuart
Smith, Director of Community Services for the The Hepatitis C Trust, the blogs
highlights the fact that those in contact with community pharmacies for needle
and syringe provision and medication assisted treatment are some of the most

at risk of hepatitis C and also the most at risk of passing on the infection unless
treated. Read more here.
* Drink and Drugs News has covered hepatitis C elimination efforts. The feature
article, focusing on a recent London Joint Working Group on Substance Use
and Hepatitis C conference, includes quotes from peers, doctors and public
health professionals reflecting on hepatitis C elimination and the impact of
COVID-19. Read the article here.
* A written summary of HCV Action's last webinar on service recovery after the
latest wave of the pandemic has now been published and is available here. A
recording of this webinar was shared in last month's newsletter and is available
here.
* HCV Action also published a good practice case study video on The Hepatitis
C Trust's prison-to-community 'Follow Me' programme, which can be viewed
here.
* In England, Change Grow Live will launch eighteen new homelessness
outreach services funded by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government. The teams, which include psychologists, homeless recovery
workers, prison link workers, complex needs navigators and assertive outreach
nurses, will build on the strong links already established with rough sleeping
communities through the 'Everyone In' scheme and vaccination programmes.
Read more here. You can read more about hepatitis C outreach to people
covered by 'Everyone In' outside London here and in London here.
* In Scotland, the Scottish Drugs Forum has published its own manifesto ahead
of the Scottish elections in May. It calls for a new drugs strategy for Scotland
and for the next government to "invest in HIV and hepatitis testing for all people
who may be at risk through drug use, or who have a history of drug use". Read
the manifesto here.
* A study in San Diego found that people who became reinfected after being
cured of hepatitis C were significantly more likely to test positive on a
gonorrhoea-chlamydia screen during treatment or in the 12 weeks after
completing treatment. Read the full study here. Aidsmap has a helpful summary
of the article, which notes that hepatitis C reinfection is more common in gay
and bisexual men with HIV than in people who inject drugs, and can be
read here.
* A study in Canada published in the International Journal of Drug Policy on
hepatitis C and stigma concludes that efforts to eliminate hepatitis C must
include anti-stigma efforts. Interviews highlighted the importance of stigma as a

barrier to accessing healthcare. In addition, the researchers describe how
barriers "including stigma and criminalization, could interfere with harm
reduction and re-infection prevention efforts." Read more here.

Share good practice
If you would like your service to be featured as a good practice case study on the
HCV Action website, have any news to share with colleagues, or would be interested
in being an HCV Action Ambassador, please send an email to
hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk.

HCV Action is co-funded by AbbVie, Gilead, and MSD.
The Hepatitis C Trust provides secretariat support to HCV Action.
Please encourage colleagues to join HCV Action for free hepatitis C related updates and tools by emailing
their full contact details to hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk.
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