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HCV Action brings together 

hepatitis C health professionals 

from across the patient 

pathway with the 

pharmaceutical industry and 

patient representatives to 

share expertise and good 

practice.  

 

News & articles… 

 

*The World Health 

Organisation (WHO) released 

its global guidelines on the 

‘screening, care and treatment 

of persons with hepatitis C 

infection.’  

 

* The first video in our series 

of good practice case studies 

on treating hepatitis C in 

prisons is now available to view 

through the HCV Action 

resource library. In the 

video, Dr Iain Brew discusses 

his HCV service at HMP Leeds, 

highlighting prison as a 

particularly effective setting in 

which to identify and treat 

hepatitis C.    

 

* The European Association for 

the Study of the Liver (EASL) 

has issued new 

recommendations on the 

treatment of hepatitis C. 

 

Share your good practice…  

Please share your good 

practice by filling in the quick 

online form here. 

We want to keep HCV Action’s 

membership updated on news 

and events from across the 

 

  HCV Action e-update 
                 Bringing you the latest hepatitis C news and events 
 
 
 
Launch of Quality in Care (QiC) 
Hepatitis C Awards Programme  

Launched at April’s EASL International Liver Congress in London, the first Quality in 
Care awards programme for hepatitis C is now open for entry. The programme 
aims to recognise, reward and share good practice in the prevention, testing, 
diagnosis and treatment of hepatitis C. Entries into the QiC hepatitis C awards are 
open to NHS and patient organisations, the private sector and industry, and will be 
reviewed by a panel of judges comprised of commissioners, clinicians, nurses, 
patient representatives and leading industry professionals. Applicants can choose 
to enter for awards in the categories of ‘best prevention programme’, ‘best 
diagnosis & testing programme’, ‘best treatment pathway initiative’, and ‘best 
support programme’.  

We encourage HCV professionals to make use of this opportunity by downloading 
an entry form and applying by the deadline of June 13th, 2014.  Winners of the 
awards will be announced at a ceremony on September 16th at the British 
Association for the Study of the Liver (BASL) conference in Gateshead.  

 

NHSE funds early access to Sofosbuvir 
for severely ill hepatitis C patients 
 
NHS England (NHSE) has confirmed that it will provide fast track funding of the new 
drug Sofosbuvir for severely ill patients with hepatitis C. Those with hepatitis C who 
are at significant risk of death or irreversible damage within the next 12 months, 
irrespective of genotype, will now be eligible for treatment with Sofosbuvir. As 
indicated in NHSE’s Interim Clinical Commissioning Policy Statement, the scheme 
will result in the treatment of 500 patients who fulfil these criteria.  
 
As reported by Channel 4 News and the Guardian, NHSE’s announcement follows 
warnings from The Hepatitis C Trust that lives would be lost if a decision was not 
reached urgently by NHSE after it received the application in January.  The decision, 
which means that severely ill hepatitis C patients can bypass the lengthy National 
Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) assessment process for the drug, 
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country.   

If you have any news you 

would like to share with 

colleagues or would like to 

publicise an event please 

email details to 

hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk. 
 
 

 

represents a crucial step forward for hepatitis C treatment.    
 

LJWG EASL Symposium Calls for Action to 
Eliminate Hepatitis C within a Generation  
 
On 11th April, the London Joint Working Group on Substance Use and Hepatitis C 
hosted a symposium at the EASL International Liver Congress, with the aim of 

securing a commitment to consigning HCV to the 
history books. Attendees at the symposium heard a 
series of inspiring talks on best practice in hepatitis C 
treatment and care, as well as presentations on the 
latest European health outcomes modelling. In 
addition, the event featured a lively debate on the 
actions required to eliminate hepatitis C within a 
generation, chaired by the Deputy Mayor of London, 
Victoria Borwick.  
 
At the 

event’s 
close, 

experts and 
policymakers rallied around to sign the 
LJWG’s call to hepatitis C action. The call 
to action reads: “We the undersigned call 
on all clinicians, policy makers and others 
who are in a position to have an impact 
on the care of people with hepatitis C, to 
work together to eliminate the virus within a generation.”  
 

 
 

HCV Action is co-funded by Abbvie, BI, BMS, Gilead, Janssen, MSD and Roche. 
The Hepatitis C Trust provides secretariat support to HCV Action  

Visit www.hcvaction.org.uk and follow us on twitter @HCVAction  

Please encourage colleagues to join HCV Action for free hepatitis C related updates 
and tools, by emailing their full contact details to hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk. 

 
If you do not wish to receive this email in future please  

email here. 
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