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Bringing you the latest hepatitis C news and events           May 2021

HCV Action hosted a webinar on best practice in hepatitis C
outreach

This month HCV Action held a webinar exploring the topic of hepatitis C
outreach. Speakers covered outreach work which had been carried out before
and during the Covid-19 pandemic, including testing and treatment for people
housed under the 'Everyone In' policy.  
 
The webinar also covered specific good practice examples, such as van-based
outreach work, pop-up testing during the Covid-19 pandemic and Point of Care
Test and Treat outreach in the West Midlands. Following presentations and a
Q&A session with speakers, breakout groups allowed attendees to discuss
specific aspects of hepatitis C outreach before coming together again for
reflections and final remarks. 
 
You can watch the webinar, including a summary of the breakout room
discussions, on YouTube here.

Registration now open for webinar on measuring progress to
hepatitis C elimination

https://mailchi.mp/2838ab11d8ff/hcv-action-e-update-may-21?e=[UNIQID]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9yRTPqIXJ64&t=142s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9yRTPqIXJ64&t=142s
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The next HCV Action webinar will take place at 1-2pm on Wednesday 7th July
and explore how progress to hepatitis C elimination can be measured both
nationally and in local areas. You can register for the event on Zoom here. 
 
Each nation in the UK has set rapidly approaching targets for eliminating
hepatitis C; many areas and services in the community and prisons have done
the same. Being able to measure what such "microelimination" looks like will be
critical to both celebrating and maintaining this achievement. 
 
This HCV Action webinar, held on Zoom, will hear presentations from Public
Health England, NHS England, NHS Tayside and others from areas that have
eliminated hepatitis C in their area. Following the presentations, there will be an
opportunity for attendees to participate in a Q&A session to ask questions and
share best practice. 
 
We hope this webinar will be particularly useful for people who want to
understand how elimination can be achieved, measured and maintained at a
national, local and service level. 
 

Hep C, Ki? Campaign launches to raise awareness of hepatitis C
among British South Asians

Register for our webinar on measuring elimination here

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_mt7ZjhssS3mDAe3myO9rvw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_mt7ZjhssS3mDAe3myO9rvw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_mt7ZjhssS3mDAe3myO9rvw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_mt7ZjhssS3mDAe3myO9rvw


01/06/2021 HCV Action e-update May 2021: Hepatitis C outreach and measuring progress to elimination

https://mailchi.mp/2838ab11d8ff/hcv-action-e-update-may-21 3/6

A hepatitis C awareness campaign for the British South Asian community
called Hep C, Ki? was launched in May. Five times more British South Asians
have hepatitis C than in the wider UK population, with both access to testing
and awareness raising playing an important role in increasing diagnoses. 
 
Hep C, Ki? aims to use an unconventional approach of comedy to breakdown
barriers of stigma and fuel conversations around hepatitis C among the diverse
South Asian communities in England, increasing awareness of the virus and
the associated risk factors, specifically medical, dental or cosmetic procedures
(including vaccination) using sterilized equipment in countries with high
prevalence of hepatitis C. 
 
The campaign builds on insights from a survey of 300 people from British South
Asian communities, as well as input from healthcare professionals and regional
hepatitis C Operational Delivery Networks and is funded by Gilead Sciences. 
 
You can find the campaign website here and videos here. 
 

Matt Hancock gives evidence to Infected Blood Inquiry

https://www.hepc.co.uk/
https://www.hepc.co.uk/
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/services/south-asian-outreach
https://hepc.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC30u2NS6oUtk327ZCFNzZ3A
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This month, UK Secretary of State for Health and Social Care Matt Hancock
gave evidence to the Infected Blood Inquiry. 
 
Hancock confirmed that the government would give compensation to people
infected with blood-borne viruses as a result of receiving contaminated blood
on the NHS in the 80s and early 90s if the Inquiry recommended it. The
government has appointed Sir Robert Francis QC to explore the establishment
of a framework for compensation.  
 
Previously, financial support for victims of infected blood has only been 'ex-
gratia' which means it does not come with any acceptance from the
government of liability.  
 
A blog by The Hepatitis C Trust's Helpline, Information, and Support Service
Manager Samantha May described the evidence given by Hancock and senior
official in more detail here. The inquiry session has also been covered by the
BBC here and you can watch it on YouTube here. 
 
Public Health England guidance for GPs notes: "if your patient received blood
prior to 1992 but has never been tested for hepatitis C then please arrange for
a test to be carried out."

News and reports

* The World Health Organization's report on global progress towards targets on
HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually transmitted infections found that most had not
been met in 2020, even prior to the Covid-19 pandemic. While many more
people are receiving treatment, only 21% of people living with an active

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAp6TZ8Sm8I
https://www.infectedbloodinquiry.org.uk/
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/blog/may-2021/matt-hancock-and-senior-officials-give-evidence-infected-blood-inquiry
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-57190095
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAp6TZ8Sm8I
http://www.hcvaction.org.uk/sites/default/files/resources/Information_for_GPs_on_the_Infected_Blood_Inquiry.pdf
http://hcvaction.org.uk/resource/world-health-organization-2021-report-global-progress-hiv-viral-hepatitis-and-sexually
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hepatitis C infection are estimated to be diagnosed. WHO calls for accelerated
action to tackle the three disease areas so that the 2030 targets can be met.
Read more here. 
 
* The Hepatitis C Trust has launched a survey to gather the views and
experiences of people relating to its helpline and website. The survey will help
them improve their services. They're keen to hear from everyone: people
directly affected, health and care professionals, people who’ve called them
many times and those who’ve just looked at their website. You can fill in the
short survey here. 
 
* HCV Action is calling for responses to its survey on progress towards hepatitis
C elimination, including the impact of the pandemic, barriers to elimination and
tackling reinfections. The survey takes around five minutes to complete and is
anonymous. You can respond here. 
 
* Leicestershire Hepatitis C ODN won the Royal College of Physicians Award
for Patient Centred care as part of the college's 'Excellence in Patient Care
Awards'. The award recognised that the project had "placed patients’ needs,
views and involvement at [its] heart, demonstrating a truly patient-centred
approach to improving care". Read about the awards here. 
 
* Public Health England have launched a tool to help services evaluate
hepatitis C initiatives. The tool has been launched with the need to rapidly
evaluate new initiatives that may have been launched during the Covid-19
pandemic in mind. Evaluations can be used to demonstrate the impact of an
initiative or help identify areas for improvement. Read more here. 
 
* HMP Brinsford has achieved microelimination of hepatitis C, with 98.2% of the
prison population having been tested over the last 12 months. Read more here. 
 
* A study of hepatitis C treatment based in three opioid substitution therapy
programmes in New York found that even when patients used illegal drugs and
had suboptimal adherence to treatment, they had SVR-12 rates of 98%. Read
more here. 
 
* A study published in the International Journal of Drug Policy and covered by
the Daily Record used Scotland's hepatitis C registry to conclude that the rise in
drug-related mortality is not down to an ageing cohort of people who use drugs.
Read more here. 
 
* Treatment scale-up in prisons could work to prevent future infections,
according to a study in Australia. Based on results from four prisons and over

https://t.co/GUzkOvOXr2?amp=1
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=zZI0ZvbqFESWU-2YE220Lt1aPUCMFTNHk9Q3QnJUIxpUN0pDWUdZOVBJUTJTSzVXS1dPMzJJM0xSWC4u&mc_cid=cdb2f25b0c&mc_eid=02f4c8af69
http://www.hcvaction.org.uk/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbMz0K6hIv825A9VVRqFyczTklqa8aksVngEDJBdI8F3a_5w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbMz0K6hIv825A9VVRqFyczTklqa8aksVngEDJBdI8F3a_5w/viewform
https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/news/rcp-excellence-patient-care-awards-2021-winners-have-been-announced
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hepatitis-c-elimination-initiatives-monitoring-and-evaluation/monitoring-and-evaluation-of-hepatitis-c-initiatives
https://twitter.com/PracticePlusGrp/status/1394697575412994050
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0955395921000335
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/09553959
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0955395921001924
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langas/article/PIIS2468-1253(21)00077-7/fulltext
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3,000 participants over four years, researchers found that DAA treatment scale-
up was associated with significantly reduced HCV incidence in prisons. The
authors conclude that this supports the broad scale up of treatment in prisons.
Read more here. 
 
* A study in Canada published in the International Journal of Drug
Policy concluded that efforts to eliminate hepatitis C needed to include anti-
stigma efforts. More here.

Share good practice

If you would like your service to be featured as a good practice case study on the
HCV Action website, have any news to share with colleagues, or would be interested
in being an HCV Action Ambassador, please send an email to
hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk.

HCV Action is co-funded by AbbVie, Gilead, and MSD.  
The Hepatitis C Trust provides secretariat support to HCV Action.  

 
Please encourage colleagues to join HCV Action for free hepatitis C related updates and tools by emailing

their full contact details to hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk. 
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